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Annual Report 

Message from the President: 

Dear ASE Members and Supporters of the ASEF, 

On behalf of the Executive Committee and Board of the ASEF, I hope you enjoy this Annual Report. As stated in the past, the 

goals of the ASEF are simply two fold. The first goal is to maximize the number of educational grants provided through the 

CESERT Pyramid outlined below. The second goal is to build an endowment of at least $1,000,000 to establish a secure path-

way to support the sustenance of the first mission. We continue to focus the mission of this foundation and further align the 

mission with that of the ASE.

Once again, I would like to summarize the state of our finances. Our annual expenses are in the range of $50,000. Anything we 

raise above that amount contributes to the endowment which is at above $400,000. We continue our quest to the goal of 

$1,000,000. As we approach this goal, please know that we have been able to increase the amount of dollars donated in 

grants, both large and small, to support and encourage educational investigators of all stages.  

Finally, I would like to express appreciation for the generosity of all of you.  The ASE Foundation depends on your support. 

Thank you, continue giving, and spread the word about the mission of the foundation.

Mohsen Shabahang, M.D., Ph.D. 
ASE Foundation President, 2021-2023 

Vision and Mission Statements 
Vision:  Advancing scholarship and innovation in surgical education. 

Mission: Provide sustainable support for research and professional development programs 
of the Association for Surgical Education and its members. 



Giant Robot ($25,000) 
Dom Doster, M.D. and E. Matthew Ritter, M.D. 
Indiana University 

Thank you to Intuitive for Sponsoring the Giant Robot Grant! 

Giant Robot Grant—$25,000 

2021 CESERT PYRAMID GRANTS 

The ASE Foundation is proud to share the awardees of CESERT Pyramid education research grants effective July 1, 2021. 
These grants are made possible through the generous support of our donors! 

Diamond Award ($2,500) 
Resident PI: Janani Vigneswaran, M.D. and Harry Wong, M.D. 
Faculty PI: Peter Angelos, M.D. and Jennifer Cone, M.D. 
The University of Chicago 

“The CESERT grant has allowed us to 

roll out our virtual trauma wellness 

curriculum to the trainees on the trau-

ma surgery rotation. We quantified the 

level of burnout and secondary trau-

matic stress on this service and ana-

lyzed disparities by demographic. We 

appreciate the ASE Foundation support 

to fund psychology support for these 

wellness sessions We are looking for-

ward to presenting our work at the 

May 2022 ASE conference.” 

Janani Vigneswaran 
and Harry Wong 

“Our CESERT grant has allowed us to purchase necessary 

equipment and supplies and recruit participants by reim-

bursing them with a gift card for their time. Without the 

funds from the grant, we would not have been able to 

complete the first round of data collection or coordinate 

future data collection with our partnering institution. The 

results of this work thus far have been enlightening with 

regards to understanding the etiology of gender-based 

performance discrepancy in laparoscopic and endoscopic 

skills. We look forward to sharing our results in the com-

ing years at ASE.”  

Diamond Award ($2,500) 
Rami James N. Aoun, M.D. and Emily Huang, M.D. 
The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center 

Platinum ($10,000) 
Carter Lebares, M.D., FACS and Anya Greenberg, MBA 
UCSF, Department of Surgery 

Giant Robot—Study Participants 



For more information on the ASE Foundation’s grant program, please visit: 
https://www.surgicaleducation.com/grants/ 

We look forward to announcing the 2022 awardees at Surgical Education Week May 3-7 in San Antonio! 

The Massachusetts General Hospital Surgical Education Research Team. 

From L to R: Roi Anteby, Emil Petrusa, Kristen Jogerst, Denise Gee,  

Roy Phitayakorn, Taylor Coe, Trey Sinyard.  

Gold Award ($500) 
Robert (Trey) Sinyard, M.D., MBA, 
Massachusetts General Hospital   

“We thank the ASE Foundation for its generous CESERT 

grant to train residents via a non-technical skills curriculum. 

This enabled us to secure a substantially larger grant and 

expand this work to other surgical subspecialties as well as 

another institution.“ 

Gold Award ($500) 
Richard Teo, M.D. 
Montefiore Medical Center/Jacobi Medical Center 

Gold Award ($500) 
Anna Liveris, M.D. 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Jacobi Medical Center/ 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

 

“I was delighted to be awarded the  

CESERT Gold Grant in 2021 for our  

research investigating virtual assessment  

of laparoscopic skills. This study is a randomized controlled trial 

asking participants to rate FLS peg transfer videos over a survey 

format, which means that, without a hefty incentive, participa-

tion would likely be close to zero. Therefore, this grant has made 

our research possible; this "small" grant of $500 turned our re-

search question into reality! A HUGE thanks to the ASE Founda-

tion for making grants like these available to surgical education 

researchers like me who need financial support for impactful 

studies.”  

Gold Award ($500) 
Rachel Jensen, M.D., Stanford University 

“The CESERT Gold Grant that we received in July 2021 

allowed us to pay for VARK (Visual, Aural, Read/Write,  

Kinesthetic) Learning Profiles for general surgery residents 

at Stanford University, which were used to build ABSITE 

preparation plans. Our work would not have been possible 

without the generous funding from the ASE Foundation.” 

Top (L to R): Rachel Jensen, Marisol Rueda, LaDonna Kearse 
Bottom (L to R): Jenirose David, James Korndorffer,  
Teresa Roman-Micek  

Gold Award($500) 
Justin P. Wagner, M.D. 
David Geffen School of 
Medicine of UCLA 

“Our ASE Foundation Grant supports  

our work determining how remote curricula can improve 

UME post-pandemic, leading to greater satisfaction among 

students and preceptors. We are so grateful to have the 

support of the ASE Foundation.“  

Gold Award ($500) 
Sarah Lund, M.D. 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN 

https://www.surgicaleducation.com/grants/


Thank you to our 2021 Donors! 

Platinum: $5,000 and above 

Myriam Curet, M.D. 
Mohsen Shabahang, M.D., Ph.D. 

Gold: $2,500 – $4,999 
Adnan Alseidi, M.D. 

Timothy J. Eberlein, M.D. 

Silver: $1,000 – $2,499 
Christopher Brandt, M.D. & Beth Sersig, M.D. 

Abby Byrne 
Amalia Cochran, M.D. 
R. Armour Forse, M.D.
Marc de Moya, M.D.
Abbey Fingeret, M.D.
Aimee Gardner, Ph.D.

Alan Harzman, M.D. & Sheila Harzman, MSN 
Kimberly Hendershot, M.D. 

Natasha Keric, M.D. 
Mary Klingensmith, M.D. 

Jong Lee, M.D. 
Nell Maloney Patel, M.D. 

Dmitry Nepomnayshy, M.D. 
Barbara Pettitt, M.D. 

Roy Phitayakorn, M.D. 
David Rogers, M.D. 
Daniel Scott, M.D. 

Dimitrios Stefanidis, M.D., Ph.D. 
Susan Steinemann, M.D. 

    Bronze: $250 – $999 
Robert Acton, M.D. 
Michael Awad, M.D. 
Marcus Balters, M.D., FACS 
A. Alfred Chahine, M.D.
Jeffrey Chipman
Denise Gee, M.D.
Ellen Hagopian, M.D. 
Nabil Issa, M.D.
Sarah Jung, Ph.D. 
Alan Ladd, M.D. 
James Lau, M.D., MHPE,
FACS 

$249 and under 

Taranjit Arora, M.D. 
Linda Barney, M.D. 
Nelson Brook, M.D. 
Jennifer Choi, M.D. 
Arthur Cooper, M.D. 
Tracey Dechert, M.D. 
Daniel Dent, M.D. 
Cheryl Dorsey 
Kimberly Eckert, M.D. 
Shimae Fitzgibbons, M.D. 
Nancy Gantt  
Loretto Glynn, M.D., MBA 
Marion Henry, M.D. 
Mary Hopkins, M.D. 
Michael Hulme, Ph.D. 
Nabil Issa, M.D. 
Cullen Jackson, Ph.D. 
Fernando Joglar, M.D. 
Christian Jones, M.D. 
Stephen Kavic, M.D. 
Michael Kim, M.D. 
Paula Kupiec 
Juliet Lee, M.D. 
Leslie Light, M.D. 
Kenneth Lipshy, M.D. 
Daniel Lollar, M.D., FACS 

Jeremy Lipman, M.D. 
Mayur Narayan, M.D. 
Jaisa Olasky, M.D. 
Kevin Pei, M.D. 
Emil Petrusa, Ph.D. 
Rishindra Reddy, M.D. 
Rachel Slotcavage, M.D. 
Brigitte Smith, M.D. 
Ranjan Sudan, M.D. 
Maura Sullivan, Ph.D. 
Laura Torbeck, M.D. 

James McClenathan, M.D. 
Sophia McKinley 
George Maish, M.D. 
Megan Miller, M.D. 
Jeffry Nahmias, M.D. 
Nadege Nortelus, M.D. 
John Paige, M.D. 
Caroline Park, M.D. 
James Pena 
Sara Pereira, M.D. 
Eric Ritter, M.D., MHPE 
Pamela Rowland, Ph.D. 
James Rucinski, M.D. 
Beth Ryder, M.D. 
Teviah Sachs, M.D. 
Mary Catherine Santos, M.D.  
Jonathan Saxe, M.D. 
Jennifer Serfin, M.D. 
Nick Sevdalis, Ph.D. 
Douglas Smink, M.D. 
Richard Stahl, M.D. 
Sanda Tan, M.D. 
Brian Thurston, M.D., FACS 
Warren Widmann, M.D. 
Randy Woods, M.D. 
Kathryn Ziegler, M.D. 

2021 Financials 

Thank you to Intuitive for Sponsoring the Giant Robot Grants! 

2021: $25,000                         2022: $50,000 

Dr. ROYCE LAYCOCK ASE LECTURESHIP 
We are excited to announce that we met our $50,000 goal for the Dr. Royce Laycock 

Lectureship Campaign in 2021. This fund will be utilized to pay for travel and honoraria 

to support this lectureship and establish long-term sustainability of the Dr. Royce  

Laycock Lectureship at the ASE Annual Meeting. The first funding will be May 2022. 

We’ve met our goal! Thank you to our donors and the 

ASE 2021 $25,000 Matching Funds opportunity! 

Please visit our website to donate:  www.surgicaleducation.com/your-donation 

Contact:  
Lois Ehrlich, Executive Director                        (310) 215-1226, ext. 173 
ASE Foundation, 11300 W. Olympic Blvd., #600, Los Angeles, CA 90064 

https://www.surgicaleducation.com/your-donation


ASE FOUNDATION 

Board of Directors 

President 

Mohsen Shabahang, M.D. 

Vice President 

Amalia Cochran, M.D. 

Treasurer 

Marc de Moya, M.D. 

Secretary 

Megan Miller, M.D. 

Immediate ASEF Past President 

R. Armour Forse, M.D.

Immediate ASE Past President 

Daniel Scott, M.D. 

2nd Immediate ASE Past President 

Ranjan Sudan, M.D. 

Members-at-Large 

Myriam Curet, M.D. 

Aimee Gardner, Ph.D. 

Nabil Issa, M.D. 

Sarah Jung, Ph.D. 

Alan Ladd, M.D. 

Barbara Pettitt, M.D. 

Emil Petrusa, Ph.D.  

Roy Phitayakorn, M.D.  

Edgardo Salcedo, M.D.  

Douglas Smink, M.D. 

ASE Development Committee Chair 

Alan Harzman, M.D. 

ASE Development Committee Co-Chair 

James Korndorffer, M.D. 

ASEF Educational Grants Committee Chair 

Roy Phitayakorn, M.D. 

Member Fundraising Chair 

Nabil Issa, M.D. 

ASE SERF Representative 

Emil Petrusa, Ph.D. 

Tania K. Arora, M.D., FACS 

Christopher Brandt, M.D. 

L.D. Britt, MD, MPH 

Alfred Chahine, M.D.

Deb DaRosa, M.D.

Christian de Virgilio, M.D.

Keith Delman, M.D.

Gary L. Dunnington, M.D.

Stephen RT Evans, M.D.

R. Armour Forse, M.D., Ph.D.

Richard B. Fratianne M.D.

Amy Goldberg, M.D.

Janet Hafler, EdD.

James C. Hebert, M.D.

Michael P. Hirsh, M.D.

Daniel B. Jones, M.D., MS, FACS

Brian J. Kaplan, M.D.

Edward Kim, M.D.

John M. Kinney, M.D.

Mary Klingensmith, M.D.

Royce Laycock, M.D.

Walter Longo, M.D.

Lloyd D. MacLean, M.D. 

Rebecca Minter, M.D.

Erica L. Mitchell, M.D.  

Richard A. Moore, PhD, MD, FACS, FASCRS 

Kenric Murayama, M.D. 

Russell Nauta, M.D. 

Leigh Neumayer, M.D. 

Barbara Pettitt, M.D. 

Roy Phitayakorn, M.D. MHPE (MEd) FACS 

Carla Pugh, M.D., Ph.D. 

Thomas Riles, M.D. 

Anne Rizzo, M.D. 

David Rogers, M.D. 

Pamela A. Rowland, Ph.D. 

Ajit K. Sachdeva, MD, FACS, FRCSC, FSACME, MAMSE 

George Sarosi, M.D. 

Kim Schenarts, Ph.D. 

Daniel Scott, M.D. 

Mohsen Shabahang, M.D., Ph.D. 

Leland Sillin, M.D., MS(Ed) 

Felicien Steichen, M.D.  

Ranjan Sudan, M.D. 

Maura Sullivan, Ph.D. 

John L. Tarpley, M.D. 

Reed Williams, M.D. 

Mihae Yu, M.D., FACS 

The Dr. Debra DaRosa Career Development Scholarship 
was created to subsidize an ASE member’s participation 
in a course or program of study that will enhance their 
work as a surgical educator. This fund launches in 2022, 
and has a 3-year initial fundraising goal of $75,000. 
More information is available on our 

website: https://www.surgicaleducation.com/your-donation/ 

Dr. Debra DaRosa  
Career Development Scholarship Campaign 

Thank you for supporting us! The Foundation’s leadership extends their thanks 

and gratitude to all who have donated and supported our mission  

to provide sustainable support for research and professional development programs. 

We invite you to be part of our success!  

Please visit our website to donate: 

https://www.surgicaleducation.com/your-donation 

Our Virtual Wall 

In Honor of Our 

Surgical Education Mentors and Educators 

https://www.surgicaleducation.com/your-donation
https://www.surgicaleducation.com/your-donation
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